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WELLSVILLE FIRST UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

 
God’s Love Grows Here... 

Through Worship, Bible Study 
and Service 

 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

79 MADISON STREET 
WELLSVILLE, NY 14895 

(585) 593-1860 
lovegrows@wellsvilleumc.org 

www.wellsvilleumc.org 
 

CHANGED SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

                                                  
 
 

Our Staff: 
 
 

   Pastor ………………………………………………..Rev. Greg DeSalvatore 
   Office Manager …………………………………….Mrs. Kim Smith 
   Organist & Traditional Music Director………....Ms. Joy Caldwell 
   Church Custodian ………………………………….Mrs. Mary Brown 
    

First United Methodist Church of Wellsville 
 
 

Sunday Worship Service — 9:45 am 
Designated Sundays — Hymn Sing 6:30 pm 

 
Phone (585) 593-1860 
Fax (585) 593-1889 

 
E-mail:  lovegrows@wellsvilleumc.org 

Web Page:  www.wellsvilleumc.org 
 

Serving Christ and Community 
Since 1852 

        

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

Sunday, September 3 — Worship Service @ 9:45 AM   
                                             (Last Summer Service) 
 
Sunday, September 10 — Sunday Worship Service @ 9:45 AM  
                                          Journey to Transformation Prayer   
                                          Meeting from 6-8:30 PM 
 
Monday, September 11 — Team Meetings @ 6:15 PM 
          Admin. Council Meeting @ 7:30 PM 
 
Wednesday, September 13 — SPRT Meeting @ 7 PM 
 
Monday, September 18 — October Messenger Articles Due 
 
Wednesday, September 20 — Naomi Circle Salad Luncheon @ Noon   
 
Thursday, September 21 — Triple L Potluck Lunch @ Noon  
 

   
Women’s Bible Study 
 

Our Tuesday morning study group meets at 9:15 AM in 
the Welcome Room. We are currently studying Israel's 
Rise, Fall, and Renewal from Solomon to the Return 
from Captivity (1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles and 
some of the Major and Minor Prophets.) with the over-
whelming theme being God's grace and mercy.  Led by 
Joy Caldwell.  All women are invited!!! 
 
 
 

Men’s Bible Study begins Ephesians 
 

Our Friday morning study group meets at 9 AM and begins a study of Paul’s Letter to 
the church at Ephesus, with leadership by Max Shay and others.  Come and share in our 
fellowship as we seek to plumb the depths of God’s love for us as it is found in His Word. 
 

Hot beverages, baked goods, conversation, questions, and a spirit-filled gathering awaits 
you each Friday morning at 9.  You are invited!!! 



 

Whom can the world see in you? 

 
 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 

“Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others,  

Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
“But what about you?” he asked.  “Who do you say I am?” 

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
Matthew 16: 13-16 

 
 When Jesus asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” their  
reply was very interesting.  Jesus had been going through the countryside, 
preaching and healing.  He had restored the sick, cleansed the lepers, given 
sight to the blind, made the lame to walk, and even raised the dead.  His minis-
try had been marked by signs and wonders.  So it is interesting that when the 
disciples cited who Jesus was like, two of the three men they mentioned never 
performed a miracle as far as we know.  John the Baptist and Jeremiah were not 
miracle workers.  They were men of a message, and they were men who suf-
fered for that message. 
 There is something greater than power and much more desirable.  That is 
personal holiness.  John the Baptist and Jeremiah knew the way of the Cross, 
and they followed it.  Signs and wonders speak only of deliverance from tempo-
rary problems.  The Cross speaks of the nature of God and what he wants to 
make of each one of us.  Signs and wonders speak of deliverance from suffer-
ing.  The Cross speaks of embracing suffering so that those about us can see 
Christ himself.  Paul understood this.  Note Philippians 3:10, where Paul speaks 
of his supreme desire to ‘know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the 
fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death.’  
 Is there any evidence of the message of the Cross in your life today?  Do 
people identify you with the Lord Jesus?   
 So, beloved, stand strong in the Lord, and engage the world around you; 
not in your own power, but in the peace-filled presence of the ‘living God who is 
Christ in you.’ 
 
 See you ‘round the vineyard… 
 
 In Christ alone, 

 Pastor Greg 

Summer 2017 is winding down.  As usual, it 
was filled with opportunities to share the light 
and love of our Savior, Christ Jesus, with our 
local communities through our outreach activi-
ties.  Permit me to share some random thoughts 
with you regarding these ministries. 
 
The Balloon Rally street ministry went ex-
tremely well.  Many persons in attendance 
stopped at our booth and were met with cheer-
ful hellos, ice cold water, religious materials 
and small gifts for their children.  Additionally, 
those who stopped during the period from 9:30 
to 11 am were treated to the beautiful flute so-
los performed by Michela Wilson.  Her treat-
ment of several well-known hymns brought 
smiles and words of thanks to the lips of those 
who heard them.  Thank you, Michela, for your 
outstanding contribution to this year’s Balloon 
Rally program. 
 
We participated again this year in the County 
Fair ministry conducted by the United Method-
ist Churches of Allegany County.  A special 
feature of this year’s Fair ministry was the dis-
tribution of copies of the outstanding religious-
themed motion picture, “Courageous.”  All 
those who received the DVD were encouraged 
to pass it on to friends and family after viewing 
it, thereby multiplying the impact of this excel-
lent film.  On a personal note, I was very happy 
to give a copy of the DVD to the youth director 
for the Olean United Methodist church for his 
use in his youth programs.  I pray the uplifting 
messages of the film resonate with his young 
people. 
 
Our church’s efforts to get outside the walls of 
the sanctuary and be a force for Jesus in the  
community immediately surrounding our 
church received a big boost from the Berry 

Sunday event conducted on August 6th.  It is 
always hard to measure the impact of such an 
activity on those participating as well as those 
who might simply be observing.  I am quite 
sure that all the members of our church family 
who participated had a great time.  As far as 
those persons living on the streets adjoining our 
church, I personally talked to one individual 
who wanted to know what we were doing and 
expressed joy regarding our efforts to reach out 
to the local community.  Several of us watched 
with glad hearts the actions of many passers-by 
who stopped to view the beautiful chalk angel 
and accompanying scripture drawn on the side-
walk next to the church by Emily DeSalvatore.  
Not only did they take the time to examine the 
angel and read the scripture, but they also took 
pains to avoid walking on the drawing, thereby 
preserving it for others to enjoy.   
 
These may seem like insignificant happenings 
to some.  I find them to be successful efforts to 
demonstrate our church’s love for each other 
and our desire to reach out to the community in 
Christian love and brotherhood.  I say, “Well 
done, church family.”  God is good!  All the 
time! 
 
Bryan  
Caldwell 

OUTREACH/MISSION NEWS 



 

                          NAOMI CIRCLE 
 

Our next gathering will be September 20th with a noon Chef salad luncheon.  The co-
chairpersons will provide salad greens and dressings.  Those attending are asked to bring 
an ingredient to add to the salad “buffet.”  This could be chopped vegetables, meats, eggs, 
etc., so members can create a main dish salad of their choice.  Each Naomi Circle meeting 
is open to ALL  women of the church, so consider joining us for lunch on the 20th.  Bev-
erages and table service will be provided.  Joy Caldwell will have devotions/grace and 
Sue Sweeting launders kitchen linens during September. 
 

This will be our “re-gathering” meeting (since we do not meet in July or August) and our 
final planning for the October 4-5-6th annual Rummage Sale.  Church members are 
encouraged to bring their rummage contributions on Monday morning, October 
2nd.  This will allow the volunteers needed time to get the sorting and labeling done  
before opening sales on the evening of the 4th. 
 

Also, start listing what Rada knives and food items you will be wanting to order from 
Naomi Circle in October.  Linda’s personal favorite Rada products are the Alfredo Sauce 
mix and the serrated paring knife (with the black handle)!!   

 
Diane Forsberg and Linda Austin, co-chairpersons 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 
 

Greetings from UMM !    
 
Hi everybody, Have you been a blessing to someone today?  We hope so.  Come on out  
to the Friday morning Bible study if you want to be blessed.  Coffee and cookies are  
always available in our time of fellowship.  The men are studying the book of Judges. 
 

Thirty Five men came out for the recent steak bake.  Thanks go out to Max and his crew 
for all the good food.  The evening was picture perfect for this event.  
 

Our next breakfast will be held Sunday, September 17 at 7:30 am.  Nyhl, Allen H., and 
Bill will be cooking.  See you there. 
 

Fall is almost here and as usual their will be plenty of areas for all of us to help out.  God 
is good! 
 
 

Blessings!    Alan and Bryan  

TRIPLE L (Living Longer & Liking It!) 
 

Our Triple L Potluck lunches begin again on Thursday, September 21 
at Noon.  Please bring a dish to share and your own tableware.  We 
still need hosts for Sept., Oct., Nov. & Dec., so if you are interested 
in hosting, please contact the church office or you can sign up on the 
21st.  Thank you for your help! 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

It has been a rainy and warm Summer this year.  Hard to believe we will be heading into 
Fall soon.  Seems to have come so fast this year and the nice part is the change in seasons 
in our part of the country.  
 
Over June through August we have put 56 new 
books in the library.  We didn’t have any “In 
Memory of” books donated.  There were 34 fic-
tion and 22 non-fiction books, which included 
study books. 
 
The books were donated by Betty Stoll, Nancy 
Blackman, Cathy Lewis, Joan Smith and Sue 
Browning.  There were a book or two left on the 
desk and also books purchased for the Library.  If you enjoy book series, there are ten  
series including such authors as  Karen Kingsbury, Lauraine Snelling, Andrea Boeshaar, 
Nancy Mehl, Bryon Liftin and Julie Klassen.  If you prefer non-fiction, there are authors 
such as Billy Graham, Ann Lotz, James Kennedy, David Jeremiah and Max Lucado. 
 
We invite everyone to join in for a cup of coffee, tea or juice before and after church  
services.  There is usually a treat or two to enjoy as well.  Come in and say “hello” to  
others and new people while you are there.  We like to meet and welcome everyone! 
 
A reminder:  If anyone would like a PRAYER BEAR for a relative or friend who is  
having a difficult situation or medical concern, please contact any member of the Tuesday 
Bible Class, Kim in the office or myself. 
 
Sue Browning  



 

Focus on Prayer — What are You Now? 
 
John Wesley was known for many things: his preaching, his writing of books and 

hymns, his compassion for the poor.  He was also famed for his incredible energy.  

It is said that Wesley rode more than 200,000 miles on horseback to preach more 

than 40,000 sermons.  But underlying all of his amazing achievements was his  

devotion to prayer. 

 

In Wesley’s words, “prayer is truly the most useful of all pastimes.  All who desire 

the grace of God are to wait for it, first, in the way of prayer.”  One of his insights 

on prayer is drawn from 2 Corinthians 13:5: “Examine yourselves to see whether 

you are in the faith,” and he asks the question, “What are you now?  You know 

you’re born of God according to the marks laid down in His Word.  Your heart is  

assured before Him. 

 

But the question is not anything else but what are you now?  Is the Spirit of adop-

tion now in your heart?  Are you now the temple of the Holy Spirit?  Does He now 

dwell within you?  Wesley strongly suggests that if you cannot answer the above 

questions in the affirmative, your praying may well be just words.  He stresses that 

we need to be in the “now,” with pure hearts before the Lord so that we will pray 

effectively and be able to serve the Lord zealously as well. 

 

“O praise God for all you have and trust Him for all you want!”          …John Wesley 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Taken from “How to Pray: the Best of John Wesley on Prayer” 

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
  September Prayer List: 

 
 

  1 — Men’s Bible Study 
  2 — Pastor Greg 
  3 — Pastor’s Family (Bonnie, Anthony & Family, Michael & Emily) 
  4 — Students going back to school 
  5 — Women’s Bible Study 
  6 — Jail Ministry 
  7 — Church Families 
  8 — Those Sick, Hospitalized, Homebound 
  9 — Pastor Greg                     
10 — Pastor’s Family                     
11 — Church Team Meetings & Admin. Council Meeting 
12 — Church Custodian (Mary) 
13 — Jail Ministry 
14 — Gil’s Hills & Youth for Christ  
15 — Organist & Trad. Music Dir. (Joy) 
16 — Pastor Greg 
17 — Pastor’s Family 
18 — Healing of Broken Relationships   
19 — Naomi Circle  
20 — Jail Ministry 
21 — Triple L 
22 — Church Volunteers 
23 — Pastor Greg 
24 — Pastor’s Family 
25 — Office Manager (Kim) 
26 —  Church Stewardship 
27 — Jail Ministry 
28 — AA & NA 
29 — Prayer Warriors 
30 — Choir & Praise Team 

Let us also remember those who 
are in need because of Hurricane 

Harvey in our daily prayers. 



 

      
                  2 — Dot James      
    10 — Jerri Ritter    
    24 — Judith Braymiller   
    25 — Jack Gilbert    
    29 — Gail Wightman-Bouldin         
    29 — John Lewis    

 
   
  18 — Alvin & Pearl Ware            

 
 

     
 

 
    
                             

 

Food Pantry, Giant Register Tapes & Campbell Soup Labels 
 

Please bring in your nonperishable grocery donations for the Salvation Army food 
pantry on the first Sunday of each month; the collection box is located just in-
side the sanctuary to the right.  Giant register tape & Campbell Soup label (UPC 
barcode only) collection bin is located in the Welcome Room.  Thanks for your 
continued participation! 

Altar Flowers 
 

The sign up chart is located on the bulletin board before you enter the sanctuary.  
Cost is $15.  (Larger arrangements are available upon request.)  Payment of cash 
or check made payable to FUMC is required prior  to your scheduled Sunday.  
Drop it in the offering plate (specify that it is for altar flowers) or you may 
bring/mail it to the church office.  Please notify the church office if there are spe-
cific colors or flowers you would like.  You may take your flowers anytime after 
the 11:00 service.  Thank you for helping us provide beautiful flowers for our 
Worship service!    

 

                                        September Altar Flowers 
 

     September 3rd — In Memory of Vivian Whited, given by Jean McMorris 
 

          September 10th — In Memory of Emma & Dorthea Walchli,  
                                        given by Mr. & Mrs. John Walchli & Family 
 

        September 17th — In Honor of Our Great Granddaughter Leighton’s  
                                             1st Birthday, given by Tom & Sheila Smith 
 

                   September 24th — Given by John & Kathryn Gilbert   
 

September Counters 
 

 Truett Sweeting & Cathy Lewis 
    

September Greeters 
Gary & Theresa Brown 

Bishop’s Day in the District 
 

 (excerpted from the UNYAC website article by Shannon Hodson) 
 

 Upper New York Area Resident Bishop Mark J. Webb will be vis-
iting each of the Districts in the Upper New York Conference during his 
2017-2018 District Days tour. The theme of the tour will be “A Way For-
ward.” 

This year’s District Days is set up in such a way that will facilitate active discussion. 

In each District, conversations will be had in small groups based on questions originating 
with the United Methodists Commission on a Way Forward, which is a group of laity and 
clergy from across our global church that was gathered together by the Council of Bish-
ops to work on the issues related to human sexuality which arose from the 2016 General 
Conference.  

The goal of these conversations is not to reach a consensus on the answers to the ques-
tions, but rather to record an array of thoughts and ideas to send to the Commission.  In 
the words of the Conference’s Human Sexuality Task Force who have designed the day, 
“we will discuss the United Methodist Church, and what changes we might need to make, 
to make it more like God wants us to be.” 

The 2017 District Day for our Mountain View District is from 6:30-8:30 p.m.: 

on September 7 at  Avoca UMC 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

WELLSVILLE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 
 

   

            JUNE ‘17              YTD ‘17 
 

  Operating Budget Income            $  13,181        $  95,475 
 

  Expenses: 

  Pastor’s Package       $    7,710        $  45,037 

  Other Staff                                 3,734            22,462   

  Maintenance & Supplies               710            11,918  

  Teams                      333              2,170   

  Ministry Shares            1,000              9,425*    

  All Other Expenses                   272              7,336   
 

  Total Expenses:                 $  13,759        $  98,348 
 

  Income less Expenses                  $     (578)            (2,873) 
    

       *$1,425 paid towards 2016 Ministry Shares  

 

  +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

            JULY ‘17               YTD ‘17 
 

  Operating Budget Income            $  15,052        $ 110,527 
 

  Expenses: 

  Pastor’s Package       $    7,426        $  52,463 

  Other Staff                                 3,734            26,196   

  Maintenance & Supplies            1,055            12,973  

  Teams                      351              2,521   

  Ministry Shares            1,000            10,425*    

  All Other Expenses                1,784              9,120   
 

  Total Expenses:                 $  15,350        $113,698 
 

  Income less Expenses                  $     (298)            (3,171) 
    

       *$1,425 paid towards 2016 Ministry Shares  

                 
 
 
 
 
 
       
                 October 4, 5 & 6  

         
 
Rummage Contributions will be accepted 

on Monday, October 2. 

Charge Conference Date Set—Sunday, October 29 
 
 The date for our Charge Conference 2017 has been received.  We will meet at 
2:00 PM at Avoca UMC.  There will be combined worship experience and then separate 
meetings for each church family. 
 

 The main items on the agenda are:  Pastor’s Salary; Election of Trustees, Affir-
mation of Lay Servants, and Election of Lay Leadership.  Our various work teams re-
quest your prayerful support as they prepare to complete their work for this gathering. 

Reminder: 
Team Meetings & Admin Council meets on Monday, September 11. 

See you there! 


